
Blank grid

Grid with separators placed

Mods filled in to separated spaces

Separators removed

E V O L U T I O N  
O F  A  S P R E A D

On the following pages, look 
for the seven steps to create 

Square OneTM spreads.

Picture package mod 
A group of photos,  

starting with one dominant 
photo and others getting 

smaller in size, all sharing a 
side with the dominant.

Tertiary coverage mods
Third level of coverage.  

Smaller in text and photo 
size than a level-two mod, 

but always readable.

Secondary 
coverage mod

Second level 
of coverage. 

Smaller in  
text and photo 

size than a  
level-one mod.

Supplementary 
coverage mod 
Any small level 
of coverage 
used to get 
more students 
in the book.

Folio
Spread identifier including 

page number. Usually placed 
in the external margin. Label all 

content on the spread here.

Primary copy mod
First level of coverage. Usually 

the most important story or topic 
of the spread with the largest 

headline. Also labeled level-one 
copy or dominant copy.
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G

HIERARCHY
Essentials    
We see the largest 
elements on a 
spread first, so 
make a plan. 

 The largest, 
dominant photo 
should be the 
most important 
and best quality. 

 As we make other 
photos and design 
elements smaller, 
we are assigning 
importance to 
those items. 

 The smallest items 
should be the least 
important. 

 A variety of photo 
sizes keeps the 
eye moving across 
the spread. 

LAYOUT AND DESIGN 
LEVELS OF COVERAGE
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Completed spreads


